Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 



Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 



About Google Book Search 



Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 




ISAAC FOOT 



~~ r TTVp- 




Digitized by 



Google 






CROMWELL’S SOLDIER’S CATECHISM 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




Digitized by 



Cromtoell’s 
fsototer’a Catechism: 



WRITTEN FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT AND 
INSTRUCTION OF ALL THAT HAVE 
TAKEN UP ARMS, ESPECIALLY 
THE COMMON SOLDIERS. 



Facjimiled from one of the only two copies 
known to exijl. 



WITH A SHORT PREFACE 

BY ITS POSSESSOR, 

REV. WALTER BEGLEY. 



LONDON : 

ELLIOT STOCK, 62, ^PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 
1900. 




Digitized by 




^HE Puritan is not a soldier by choice , quite the con - 
trary; he has the strongest aversion to bloody-minded 
men , and would desire as earnestly as ever Gladstone did to 
be delivered from blood -guiltiness ; but when King Charles I. 
left no other door open , the Puritan went boldly through in 
the fear of God and for justice as between man and man. 

But many of these men , nay, most of them , had what we 
now call the * Nonconformist conscience ,* and that had to be 
dealt with , soothed , satisfied , convinced , justified. 

This was the work of the 1 Souldiers Catechisme ,* awf / 
think it will be admitted that it was work admirably done , 
and exactly suited to the men it was meant for. It was not 
written above their heads , as so many a learned treatise on 
the King's supremacy ; .it was not in the language of Babylon, 
which their soul abhorred , but it was the language of Zion , 
which they had learned and loved from childhood. 

In the great Civil War the Press was a very powerful 
instrument , the advantage strongly lying on the side of the 
Roundhead Party , as their pamphleteers were of the people , 
and wrote so as to be * understanded of the people .* Two 
instances will make this clear. In 1643, just before the 
1 Souldier's Catechisme * was issued to the army , there appeared 

the 
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Preface . 

the 4 Reb ell's Catechism composed in an easy and familiar 
way , to them see the heinousness of their offence , 
weakness of their strongest subterfuges , to recall them to 

their duties both to God and man . was a quarto , 
too big for any rebel's pockety and the way it tried to recall 
them to their duties can be judged by some of the marginal 
references , viz., V . Stanford's Pleas , 2 ; Coke on 

Littleton , 2, 0. 11, § 200; Siatf. 25, Ed. 3, cap. 2; 

Eucher. Lugdunens , ^ a/ii; Bract . , /. 1, c. 3, § 4, ofc. 
77 ^ [penes me) is anonymous , is attributed to Peter 
Heylin, D.D., a well-known Royalist controversialist . 

/ wonder , would look at it twice , ow# /or 

curiosity ? 

Next year (1644) appeared on the Puritan side 4 The 
Cavalier's New Common Prayer unclasp't.' This bitterly 
sarcastic and amusing production [penes me) with a strong 
spice of seeming Puritanic irreverence , was£ Aaoo 
a Roundhead give way to laughter 4 holding both his sides.' 
This is a rare pamphlet, fetching £$ 1 8s. at Sotheby's in 1897. 
Being \to. size , is occasionally found bound up with other 

pamphlets , £A#s copies have been preserved ; binding is 
often the only chance of salvation a pamphlet has ; and pos- 
sibly the uncommonly small size of the 4 Souldier's Catechisme' 
and the character of the people who carried it on their persons 
will account for there being only two known. For these 
Puritans were not bibliophiles , although they were given to 
bibliolatry, and would no more have thought of binding their 
soldiers' guides than we should think of binding our 
Bradshaws. 

However , 
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Preface. vii 

However , the point is that the Roundheads were hy far 
the shrewdest combatants in this paper war , and the present 
little book was one of their most effective weapons. 

Like the Maccabees of old , the Puritan warriors of 
Cromwell's time had the sword in their hand and the praises 
of God in their mouth. In their forced marches and rapid 
movements they could not be burdened with many impedimenta, 
but there would be room under the commonest soldier's leathern 
jacket for his little Pocket Bible and Catechism which had 
been composed for him and had received the 6 imprimatur ' of 
the Parliamentary censors. 

The literature specially designed for soldiers is very limited 
both in amount and variety. This is just what we should 
naturally expect. A soldier on active service was supposed 
to have something more important to do than to read. If 
not too tired he might fight his battles o'er again round the 
camp fire , he might argue , discuss , approve , or object , but a 
solitary reader would be scouted , unless his book were a 
spiritual guide to strengthen him in the fight , i.e., God's 
Word, or something strictly founded on it. But, shortly 
after the election of the Long Parliament, and especially in 
the years 1642-4, it began to be clear to all who had any 
foresight that the common soldiers were the persons who 
would have to be reckoned with eventually, so pamphlets or 
rather tracts , as we should call them, began to be issued for 
the soldier's religious and political edification . They have 
most of them quite disappeared, though a stray copy may be 
found here and there in our great libraries. One such is 
‘The Christian Souldier ; or Preparation for Battaile, 

A Legend 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




Vlll 



Preface . 

A Legend containing true rules for a Souldier , in whom at 
once is met Religion and Resolution .' Published by a well- 
wisher to the Gown and Sword , T. J., 1642 , in 4 to. This 
is Royalist in tendency . Not one seems to be issued by the 
authorities except the ‘ Souldier' s Catechisme .' 

It should never be forgotten , most of all in this material 
semi-pagan age in which we live , or to which we are 
apparently drifting , that Puritanism is a permanent element 
in human nature . One might even say, in spite of its 
frequent exaggerated forms , that it is one of the strongest , 
noblest and most valuable elements that help to build up the 
ordinary citizen . It is of this stuff that great and enduring 
nations are made . It is this sober , serious , honest, religious 
frame of mind that has so greatly helped to make both 
England and New England the great countries they now 
are . A sense of justice and right living combined with a 
serious view of life would form its chief characteristics . 
Privilege and tyranny are the object of its bitterest hate , more 
especially in things spiritual. 

Its influence has been mostly of the silent sort. Not much 
chronicled in the records of the court , the castle , or the camp ; 
an alien , as a rule , to the great conquerors , diplomats and 
historic personages who fill up the roll of fame , but chiefly 
dwelling in the homes and the hearts of humbler men of whom 
the world hears little. 

There have been exceptions , when ‘ the hour ’ has brought 
forth ‘ the man,' and typical of these are such men as 
Cromwell and Judas Maccabeus — patriots and soldiers and 
puritans i par excellence 

The 
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The author of this little hook is unknown . It was most 
probably written to order at the suggestion of the chiefs of 
the Puritan Party connected with the Parliament's army , 
where now Cromwell was a rising and leading commander . 

It was evidently meant to he a companion to what is known 
as Cromwell's Pocket Bible of the year before ( 1 643) . Books 
written to order were by no means unusual with the Puritan 
Party. Milton's 1 Eikonoklastes ,' and his ‘ Pro Populo 
Anglicano Defensio,' were both written at the express com- 
mand of Cromwell and the other leaders in the Council of 
State. 

It has been said with a great degree of truth that if 
* Eikon Basilike ' had been issued only a few weeks earlier , it 
would have kept the King's head on his shoulders. It is an 
equally just observation that this little ‘ vade mecum' for the 
Roundhead soldiers helped considerably to catechise the King's 
head 1 off ' his shoulders , for if it had not been for the strong 
feeling in the predominant portion of the army , fostered by 
such a skilfully -worded religious primer as this Soldier's 
Catechism is, the chiefs of the Republican Party would never 
have dared to * slay the Lord's anointed ' openly in the pre- 
sence of thousands of his subjects. 

As I stated in the prospectus, this literary curiosity has 
been practically unknown for more than 300 years . No his- 
torians, delighting in local colour, have ever brought this 
little book on the scene, for the good reason that they did not 
know of its existence. Only one notice of it has come to my 
knowledge, and that was more than 200 years ago — viz., in 
1684 — when a certain John Turner, referring to Charles II 

and v 
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and the Soldier’s Catechism , writes : * It was without ques- 
tion none of the meanest instruments in bringing his royal 
father to the block' 

How strange that a printed historical document , 

1 Big with the fate ’ of King and State , 

Should thus be brought to light so late ! 

I offer this facsimile of one of the rarities of my library 
to the consideration of the historical student and the general 
public , ending this brief preface on the day when the news- 
papers have scattered far and wide the patriotic Chatham 
speech of Lord Rosebery , himself eulogist and admirer of 
our Cromwell . In it he tells Englishmen everywhere that 
they are in the midst of * the most formidable war ' our 
country has ever engaged in , a war rendered still more 
formidable by the unanimous opinion of all Europe being 
arrayed against us. 

He bids us, however , not fear for the issue, and with the 
quiet steady confidence of a veteran Ironside , adds this 
cheering remark, * They have not got to the bottom of Old 
England's resources yet.' 

If we cherish the serious God-fearing resolution of 
Cromwell's * Souldiers ' they never will. So may it be. 

Walter Begley* 



Hampstead, January 24 , 1900 . 
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, x H E 

SOULDIERS 

CATECHISME: 



Compofed for the 'Parliaments 

%4rmie-*. 

Queftion. 

Hat Profeffton art JOft if ? 

Anfatr. lam aChrifoanand 
a fouldier. 

C^ItitUwfuB for CkriJtiatS 
to be foul diets f 

A. Yeadoubtlcfle : we have 
Arguments enough to warrant it. 

t. God alls himfelfa man of war, and Lord 
of Holts. 

a. Abraham had a Regiment of % x 8. Trained 
mem 

3. David was imployed in fighting the Lords 
battels. 

4. The Holy Ghoft makes honourablc tneu- 
tion of Davids Worthies. 

A 1 fi God 
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J God himfelfe taught David to fight. *. 

6 . The noble gift of valour is given (or this 
purpofe. 

,7 The New Ttftatr.ent mentioneth two fa- 
mous Centurions. 

8 . Thr Bap iftdoth net require the fouldi- 
ers to leave their ptofeffion, £nk* 3* *4* 

9. Manv cmrporifons are taken from this 
Calling in the New Tcliament. 

10. There have been many famous Martyrs 
of this profeffion. 

x Q -What dor t onr Saviour intone then by thofe 
words f Mat. J. 3 9. 

tsf. x . Chnft t here ontly forbids private re- 
venge and refiftance. 

2. Sciptnre is the beft interpreter of Scri- 

S ture : weknow that other places of Scripture 
o ’warrant taking upof Arms in fome cafes* 
Q__ what fide are you of, and for Vehomdoe 

yon fight f 

A . f am for King and Parliament : or, in 
plainer termes ; 

, to recover the King out of the hands 

of a Popifh Malignant Company, that hate re- 
duced His Majefty with their .wicked Counfels, 
anrihave tvithdrawnebim from his Parliament. 
' 2, l fight for -the Lawes and Liberties of my 
Countrey, which are now in danger to be oVer- 
throwoe by them that have long laboured to 
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bring into this Kingdome an Arbitrary ,aad Ty - 
tanpicall Government. 

3 . I fight for the prefervation of mjr Pariiar 
ment,ln the being whereof /under God ) con- 
fifts the glory and welfare of this Kingdome $ if 
this Foundation be overthrown, we fliaH foone 
bee the moft fiavifh Nation in the ChrKUan 
World. 

4* I fight in the defence and maintenance of 
the true Proteftant Religion, which js now vio- 
lently oppefed, and will be utterly fuppreftin 
this Kingdome ; and the Popifh.Religion again 
advanced, if the Armies railed againft the Parlia- 
ment prevaile. 

Q . Bmt h it not AgAtnft the. Kihg that you 
fight in tbit C aufe ? 

A. No furely : yet many do abufe the world 
with this bafe and a bfurd objection : our onely 
aitne is, 

1 . To refeue the King out of the harfds ofhis 
and the Kingdomes enemies ; and to maintains 
his Honour and juft Prerogatives. 

2. We endeavour to defend that which the 

King is bound -to defend, both, by his OathARd 
Office. ( ' 

3. Wee take up Armes agaiuft the enemies 
of jefus thrift , who in His MajtrfHes name 
make wane agriofl the Church and People Of 
■God. 

A % 
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4. If the King will Joint hitnfelf with them 
that fcek the ruineof his people , And the over* 
throw ofReligicn, fardy both We and ?U good 
Subjefts, may lawfully (land in the defence oF 
both; at the people did agaififl King S nulla the 
Cafe of fort At ban, t King. 14. 4J • 

5 . We do no more then what our Brethren 
of Scotland did > when they came into this 
Kingdome with an Army Come three or (cure 
yeares fince ; whofe Action the King and both 
HouCeS have elected from all Rebellion, and they 
temaine juilified in what they then did,tt> all po* 
fterity , by an Aft of Parliament. 

Q^Jtath not the King fublifhed many Prble* 
ft at ion t that he trill maintain earLawet, Liber tic/ 
and Religion ? why then do we fear e the fuh&rfi* 
tn if them f 

A. t.Kfany things have been pubfilhed in his 
Ma jellies name, which in all probability he nevef 
(aw or knew of. 

5. Though the Kinghimfdfe may intend re 
ally and well, yet the Sonnes of Zervia are too 
ftrongfothhn. 

3. U is not to be imagined that a Popifh Atu 
my will defend theProtcftant Religion, or law* 
lefle Libertines, the Lawcsuf the Land. 

4. We find by woftitt experience that be bath 
many wale* failed in-divers of jhofc large Pro- 
mifes and Proteflations , not wkhfbofeg tbak 

f < A * God 
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God hath been fo often caBed to witflede. 

J. They fa y it is a M oxime how at Court, 
that frith is not to be kept with Hereticks, and 
filch) doe fome there, account all true Prote- 
ftants. 

Q* Hole can you that art Seuldiers for the 
Parliament anfwer that place of Pan/, Rom. X J. 

arc. 

A. i . That place requires not obedience to a* 
nv unlawful! Commands , neither doth any o- 
tner place of Scripture , we are no farther to o- 
bey man, then may (land with the yvill of God. 

i . ■ They ate erofly miftaken which fay the 
King is the higheft powerjlndeed he is the high* 
eft perlon in his Dominions, but the Lawes and 
Courts of the Kingdom are above him in pow- 
er, and the King himfelf is limited and fubject to 
thetneaneft Court in the Land : Therefore fur** 
ly the high Court of Parliament muft needs be 
the higher Power, Which not ro obey ,is to refift 
the Ordinance of God. 

3. S^ppofethe King Were the Higher Pow- 
er, yet if he fhall intend or permit theruineo, 
bis* Subjects, both nature and grace allowes peo- 
ple to preferve themfclves. 

the Xing be the higher power by con* 
ftitution.yet is his power now in other h&ndsby 
ufurpation. The Queen, lermin, Briflol. Rigby , 
Codington, Windebanbe, Porter , and many o- 
A 4 thers 
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6 The Souldiers Citednfntt. _ 

thers.have for a long time, and do ftfll flMnnsge 
the created affaires of the Kmgdome; fo that 
it were a mifcable thing to be fubje&cd f in con- 
ference (as thit Teat imports, if fome mensex- 
pofition might paffe for orthodox Divinity) . to 
fach enemies and incendiaries both of Chinch 
and Commonwealth.* 

Q.tVkat is it that moves you to take up Arms* 
find to ingage your felfe in thu Civ ill tVarre f 

J. i . The love I beare to my Countrev. 

2. The prefer vation of our Parliament, Laws 
and Liberties. 

3. Thedefenceof our Religion againft Po- 



pene. 

4. The are of our Poftcriry. 

5. The geoerall forwardneffe of all. good 
people. 

6 - The confent, and provocation of all Gods 



Minifters. 

7. The command of the Parliament, which 
is the Higher Power. 

8 'The nrceflBty that now lies upon all that 
fare God in the Land . 

Q. tvhat do you think. *ben of thofe Prete - 
ft ant's which ft filly and do not put forth them - 
(elves iii the/* times ? 

i . Either they are not convinced of the 
ueceflity. 

' a . Or they aro but luke> warme Profeffors. 

/ 3- OJfr 
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3, Or they are of bafe and private fpiritr. 

. 4, Of they are faint-hearted cowards. 

5. Or they are fedret enemies to God anditis 
Caufe. 

danger are Cmch N enters inf 

tsf. t. God takes fpeciali notice of their di£ 
pofition and carriage, and will deale with them 
accordingly. ; * 

2. In Gods account all fuch are enemies; they 
that are not with him are againft him. 

3. They deferve neither relpedf nor protefH- 
on from Church or Commonwealth. 

4. They are in danger to be fpued out of 

Chnflsmouth, Rev.}. 16. . * 

5 They aredireftty under that dreadful curie 
which the Angell of the Lord denounced againft 
Aierofh, Judg.j .23. ’ 

Q. What faj you then of thafe Protrfiann, 
which fight on-the Other ft tie, and joyne rrith the 
Enemies of our Religion , Parliament , and 
Countrej ? 

1. I fay, that they are unworthy the 
name of Proteuants. 

2. I fay, that they maintain the caufe of An- 
tichrift. 



3 . That they are the fliame and blemifhesof 

Religion . 

4. That none of their weapons lhall profper, 
//rf.54.17. . , 

S. That 
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f. Thtt God will utterly undo* them jgeph. 

!•« 9 

6 Tint their fword* dull enter into their 
owne hearts, P/*/. I7*i J- 

7 . That all the blood that hath been (hedties 4 
upon their fcore. 

: 8. That they are in the high - way to perditi- 
on, without repentance. 

Qj. what u the reafon think* jem, that ft ma- 
ny Protffiantt , of all degrees , jeyne with our Pe- 
fijb enemies f 

A. 1. Many are onety Proteftants in name, 
hut lndeeda?e Papifts, Atheifts in heart. 

<# a. Many are drawfte in to joytt With that 
Party otit of abate feittf of fufFering in theife- 
ftates, fuppofing tht> Kings fide Would be the 
faftft. ^ 

. 7. "Many to avoid the Juftice of Parliament, * 
havehazarckd the ruine of their Coontfcy, to 
lave therafelvcs from their deferred punifh- 
ment. 

*■ 4. M»ny have ingaged themftlvts with the 
Kings Party, in hope to makeup their broken 
fortunes. 

5. Many for fcare of Reformation , which 
they are not able to indtire, and therefore joyne 
with them thatoppoleit. 
v 6 . Many but of a defperatefpirit of Malig- 
nancy ,and an implacable enmity againft the peo- 0 

pie 
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pie of God, and all goodneffc. 

Qt WbatUitxhat yen tbieflr 4 j foe at in tbit 
Wtteref 

A* ‘t • At the pulling down of Babylon, and 
rewarding her as ihe hath fcrved 137.8 

1. At the fuppreflion of an AnfJchriftian 
Prelacy,Toh?iftine of ArchbiJhops.fcifliops.&c 

3. At the Reformation of a moft corrupt; 
Ireie, infamous, fuperftitious, ftule-murder'ing 
Clergic. 

4 At the advancement of Chritts Kingdoms 
and the purity of his Ordinances. 

y. At the bringing to Juftice the enemies of 
our Church and State. 

, 6 . At the ululating of our Courts of Jnitlee, 
which have been made the feats of iniquity and 
unrighteoufnefle. 

7 - At the upholding of out Parliaments , 
which are the Sub/eds beft Inheritance, and the 
Crowne of our Nation. 

8. At the prefer vat ion, and continuing of the 
Gofptll to pur pofterity, and the generations u> 
come. 

Qi. ^at hopet kite jet if freVaiTmt m 
1 bit Cattfe ? 

A. Wehaveincouragements enough toaf, 
fur e us of good fuccdfc there be many argu- 
ments to confirm our hope. 

i* From the juftneilc and gcodire&of the 
Chafe. 3 . Fiona 
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*• From the courfe that hath been takem 

3; 'From the condition of tbofc that a sc iog a- 
gea in the bufinefle. 

4* -Fyomthequality of oarentjnies, 

•. 5- From the cheerfullneflePf moftmensfpi*. 
tits m this Aflion. 

From the many defiats and vi&ories al 
ready given and obtained. 

7- From the afliftance of opr Brethren of 
Scotland. 

8. From the Covenant whichalj the well- 
anc fted of the Kingdome ha ve entred into. 

Q Explain* t kef* mere particularly and in 
e^der ^undfirfifiev me 'tohat hopes yea conceive 
from thf gpadne fit fif- the Canfel 

•d* J. A good. Caufc puts life aryl courage 
into mens hearts. 

a.. A good Canfa hath GOD ever fiding 
with if. 

3 . A good Caufe daunts and difmay s the ad* 
vetfe party. 

J^tt ^ ^° 0C ^ ^ au ^ e undoubtedly prevails 

QjV'bat k jour vsecuragement from the c turf e 
that hath lee A taken ? 

vf. I. Ip that raiUaire and Chriftian uiaies 
have, been attempted .before wee tobke up 
Acmes. ' r 

y that the Lord was. fidemidyand ge- 

. net ally 
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rerally fought Unto before this bufioefie Was un- 
dertaken, 

3, In that it was undertaken with good ad- 
vice > tod is guided by a multitude ofiounfel- 
iors. 

4> In that it is ftfl! followed with the Pray* 
ers and humiliations of all the faithful! in the 
land. 

Q. fpbat hope have jou from them tb<it ere in- 
£*%ed in tbu tVerfe f 

A. r. Becaufe all thefafrhfoM and godly Mi- 
nifters of the-Kingdome,'do fide with us in this 
Caufe. 

9. Becaufe the moft of our Commanders 
are men of dif-ingaged and Publiquc Spi- 
rit*. 

3. Beeattfe our men generally arc fo full of 
ooprage and refolution. 

4. Becaufe we have fo many godly and reli- 
gious Souldiers in our Armies. 

Q. tVhatfrom the quality of your enemies ? 

*A. Wee may conclude that Cod will not 
profper them. 

1. Becaufe they are fpr the moft part Pa- 
pifts and Atheifts, with whom we have to 
deale. 

a. Because they are generally the moft 
horrible Cutlers and Plafphcmcrs in the 
World. 

3. Becaufe 
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3. Becaufe they arc, for the moft part, inhur 
mane, barbarous andcruell. 

4. Becaufe they are enemies to God, and the 

S wercf good neffc, and therefore the Lord will 
tter them. 

Q, What Joe you gather from the cheerfulaeffe 
of their fpirits , that are of your party ? 

A. r. ’Tis an Argument that God hath rai 
fed his fervants to do ibme great worke, Pfal. 
14 9 y-9- 

a. *Tis an Argument that God will prolper 
thofe whom heharh made fo willing,/#*^. 5.3. 

3. *Tis an Argument that fuch as are fo wil- 
ling and cheerfull in this bufineffe , will goe on 
couragioafly. 

4. *Tis an Argument that they are fo well 
allured of the goodnefleof their Caufc, that they 
will five and die in it. 

Q, fV bat doe you conclude from the good fuc- 
ceffir that your fide hath already had ? 

A * I . That Almighty God declares himfitlfe 
a friend to our Party. 

2. That he hath already much abated the cou- 
rage of oar enemies. 

3. That we have all the reafon in the World 
totruft God for the future , who hath done fo 
much for us. 

4. That the Lotd will glorifie himfelf more 
and more in his Churches behalf. 

What 
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Qi. What hopes how you from your Brethren 
of Scotland l 

A . 1. We have caule to acknowledge Cods 
great mercy, in bringing them to our aflifoncees 
this time. 

9. Their numbers and preparations are great, 
and they a couragious and warlike Nation.' 

3 • They have given fufficient reOknbny of 
bteoF their love and fahhiullnefle tp wards our 
Nation. 

4. They are as much concerned in this Qjian. 
rdl as wee, and arc rclolved to joint with Us 
in it. 

what grounds have you to comfort your 
Jclvtsfromtke National Covenant jehiek you fat 
fo many have rntred into ? 

A. 1. Eecaule it is a teftimony of our gene* 
tali humiliation, and a good beginning of Reform 
mation. 

a. Beeaufe it is the joy and defire of all good 
Chnltians throughout the Land. 

3- Becaufc Popery never received fo deadly 
a blow m this Kirgdome, as by this Cove- 
rant. 



4. Beeaufe aU the Parliaments aflaireshave 
proipered well fincc the Covenant was taken, 
witnefle our many viflories and fuccefless As 
ft *• Newbury, 3. Wiftchby , note 
Home-Caftle, 4. Hull , the fame day , j. Lut- 
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colna, 4 * Gainsborough, 7. Aruqdell Caftle, 8. 
Nantwichjp. A&ford near Wincheftcr, befldes 
many other defeats given the enemy- and divers 
ether places of lefler note recovered, without a* 
ny confidents Ioffe on our fide. 

Q* But ts it not a Cement able thing that Chn - 
ft'uats of the fame Nation, fhottld thhf ittibrne 
their bands in ottr another! blood ? 

*sf. I confettei* is : But as the cafe new 
Binds, there is an inevitable and abfolute necefli- 
ty oF fighting- laid * upon t he good people of . t he 
lied. v. 

t. Isitrot high time to (land upon our guard* 
•when our enemies have drawn their Swords up- 
on us, to invade our perfon*, and whatsoever is 
dear to us. 

a. God now calls upon us to avenge the 
Wood of his Saints that hath been fhed in the 
Land, and thofe many outrages which have been 
committed againft his fervants. 

3 . The who e Church of God call’s upon us 
to come in to the help of the Lotd and his peo- 
ple againft the mighty. 

4. Our children and potter it y call upon us to 
maintain thofe Liberiies,and that Cofpel, which 
we received from oup fore-fathers. 

j . We are not r so w to look at our enemies as 
Country-men or ltltifmen , orfcllow-Prote- 
fiante.butasthccnertiesof God andciirRrli- 

gion. 
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gion, and liders with Antichrift ; and fa our eye 
is not to pitic than , nor our fword to fpare 
them, fer.48.xo. 

There a re 4 green many on the Kings 
Party that have beene held hoxefi men 3 &c. will 
your fword make no difference betwtene them and 
others ? 

A. J • If they joyn themfel ves with the ma- 
lignant Party, we cannot know them from Ma- 
lignants. 

a. It is to be feared, that fuch were never of 
us , becaufe they are So cruell againft us : hypo- 
crites commonly when they are unmaskt, prove 
the moft dangerous enemies. 

Q. who do jots think f were the Authors , and 
occaf oners of this unnatteratt War re ? 

A. i. The Jefuites, thofe fire-brands of 
mifchiefe, with all the Popilfa party. 

-2. The Bilhops, and the rotten Cletgie, with 
all the Prelaticafl party. 

3. The Delinquents, that were not able to 
abide the triall of Juftice, with all the Malig- 
nant party. 

4. The form all Gofpdlers of the Kingdome, 
that hate a Reformation , with all the Atheifti- 

all party. , 

Qi Do not many of them that ymxount your 
enemies , ft and for Religion as well as you ? 

t/f. l. Surely they are mad, that thinke the 

B Papifts 
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Jjpifts will fight in defenceof the Proteftant 
Rdigiorr. 

i . They are very fimple , that expert any 
care of the true Religion from the Prelates and 
their pai ty , who have beenc the grand perfect!- 
tersofit. 

3 . Neither is it to be imagined , that men (b 
loole, le w'd ,and wicked, as moil of your Cava- 
liers are,ftiould really intend the preservation of 
Religion, or any thing elfe that is good. 

4 Weknttw the Earlof NewcafiU pretends 
that he fight for Religion, yet his Army is for 
’-the woft part Popiih, and he faid not long iince. 
That men migh t talk of Religion, and fo forth, 
but Religion of it felfe was but an ayerie thing. 

5. Their rage and madneffe againft thofe that 
■they know to have been mod zealous and for- 
ward in the maintenance and profeflion of the 
Proteftant Religion, doth fufficiently fhew how 
cordially they (land for Religion. 

6 . Indeed they do ftand for Religion, hnt juft 
at theEphefians ftood for Diana, Arts 17. 

I. The)* ftand for a Popifh Prclacie. 

i. They ftand for an Ignominious Clergie. 

3. T hey ftand for the foule-ftarving Service- 
Bo«.»ke. 

4. They ftand for 2 companie of ftinking Ce- 
remonies. . 

' 5. They ftand for abominable Monuments 
■of Idolatrie. 6 . They 
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6. They dand for unchudian liberty. 

Qj_ Z) o you think that tht'e witt. be a R efortna- 
tion of thefe things before ire fiaU injoy any peace f 

tA. Yea doubtlefl'e : <and I gather it from 
thefe Reafons. 

1 . Becaufe Gods anger is letloofe upon this 
Nation for thefe things. 

a. Becaufe about this time hundred years Po- 
perie.was fupprefled in this Kingdome; and it 
is noted, that every Centurie, or hundred years, 
hath produced great alterations in the Church. 

j. Becaufe it is Reformation that- our Ene- 
mies do mod feare. 

4. Becaufe the Devilland his Inftrumentsdo 
fo bedirre themfelves at this time. 

5 . Becaufe all the reformed Churches in 
Chridendome pray for and expert our Refor- 
mation. 

£ 6. Becaufe the meafure of our enemies ini- 
quity is now full. 

7 . Becaufe a folemne Oath and Covenant is 

t* ken to thatpurpofe. . 



The Second Part of the Soul 
diers Catechifme. 



Q.TJ17 Hat Are the principal thine t reqtti- 
V y red in a S oh Idler f 
” w tA. i. That hee bee religious 
and godly. 

а. That lie te courageous and valiant. 

3 . 3 . That he be skilful! in the Militatie Fr6- 
fem on. i 

Q^How do yettfrov'e that »ter fottidiert Jhontd 
he religions ? 

A. By Scripture : DeMt.i^.^.Lu^.X^, 

2 . Befides , there be many Reafons to con* 
ffrme it. 

1 . Becaufe they lie fo open to death. 

2 . They Hand in continual! need of Cods *fli~ 
ftance. 

3. They fight for Religion and Reformation. 

4. God hath rais'd them up to execute juftice. 

5. Men may be as religious in this Profeflion 
as fa any other. 

б. We read of brave fouldiers that have been 
vefy religious. 

7. A wdl ordered Camp is a Schoole of Ver- 

ti;c» 
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tue, ''wherein ip taught, i .Preparation to death, 
3. Contiocncie, 3. Vigibncie, 4. Gbediwe^ 
5. Hardnefle, 6 . Temperance , 7. Humflitie, 
8. Devotion, &c. 

Q .jvhe do chiefif *fo*kfx^ri»0 this Ridel 
A, i- Such fouldiers as gfo themielves to 
whoring and uncleanneitc. 

a. Such as ufe to fwearo., and blafpheme the 
name of God. 

3. Such as follow that fwinifh fiaof drun- 
kenneffe. 

4. Such as plunder and flkeale whfitfcever 



they come neare. 

Art not theft thin iff tolerable infottldiers? 

A . No more in them then other men 1 the 
Script#* faith generally to and of all men what- 
foever : 

1. That whoremongers and adulterers God 



will judge, W*£.i 3.5. 

That the Lord will not hold him goutleffe 
that taketh his Name in vainc. 

3 . That drunkards ihall not inherit the King- 

dome of God, 1 Cor . 6 . 9 ylo. 

4. That he that doth wrong,fliall receive for 
the wrong he hath done, and there is no rclpefl 
of perfons, Co/.j.ult. 

Q^what it the reafon then that there be fo ma- 
ny lewd and Wicked men in the Parliaments 
drnn f 

r Bj d. I. Bo 
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A. f . Becaufe Commanders In Chief are not 
more carcfull in choofing godly Officers* 

* . Becaufe hbneft religious then are not mow 
forward to put forth themfelvesin thisfervice 
of God and his Church. 

3. Becaufe Order and Difcipline isnot more 
ftriftlv executed by Superiours. 

4- Bccaule Officers in Towns and Countries 
aimro prefle the ficumme and refufe of men, and 
fo by eafing themfclves , pefture our Armies 
with bafe conditioned people. 

Q. H ow can we expe El a bit fling upon our pre- 
parations, when fo many godlejfe Wretches are em- 
ployed in our tsfrmieS f 

tsf . . i. T ruly it is a very fad rhing.and much 
to be lamented, and requires the. care of the State 
to remedy. 

a. Yet ( bjefled be God ) we have multitudes 
of godly and eminent Chriftians that are inga- 
grd in the Parliaments Service. 

3. And befides-,we know that God can make 
ofeof wicked men to ferve his providence, as 
he doth of wicked Angclls. 

4 * We have many infhnces of bad men. that 
fcave done good fervice tb God and his Church, 
*S Sauf, Joaiy &c . - : 

Qi I* ** of fome of yeur Soulditrs 

(tobich feem to he religious ) to breaks down Crof. 
'ftJ and images Where they meet with anj l 

tsi. 1. 1 
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J. 1. I confeife that nothing ought to be 
done in a tumultuous manner. 

a. But feeing God hath put .the Swotdof 
Reformation into the Souldiers hand, I thinfce it 
is not suniBe that they fhould cancell anddemoj* 
lilh thofe Monuments of Superftition and Ido- 
latry, efpcciaUy feeing the Magiftrateandthe 
Minifter that fhqisld have done it formerly, ocg- 
leftedit. 

Q. But what fity you to thtir tearing and bur- 
ning the Books of Common Prayer j in every ipfuce 
where they come ? 

A. Mach may he faid in their iaftificat ion, 
who fhew themfclves fo zealous agautft that 
Booke. 

1. It hath been the fomenter of a mod lazie 
lewd, and ignorant Miniftry. 

2. It hath been the Nurfe of that lamentable 
blindneffe and ignorance, which hath oveefpread 
many parts of this Kingdome. 

3. It is a great caufe of our prefent calami- 
ties, for who are they that fide with our Popifii 
Enemies, but Common-Prayer men ? 

4. It is become the mod abominable Idoll in 
the Land, people generally doe dost upon it , a, 
much as the Ephefians upon Diana • and prefer 
it before Preaching in many placcs,being ftraogc- 
ly imaged for the want of it. 

5. U is high time therefore to remove this 

B 4 Brazen 
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Brazen Serpent, and grinde if td powder, feeing 
itis the occafion of fo much evil!. 

6. It is very likely therefore that God hath 
ftirred up the fpirits of feme honed fouWiers to 
be his inftruments for the deftruftionof that 
Idol!. 

7. 1 1 b donga to the Parliament Souldiers.up- 
m the matter, to remove all fcandalous things 
they meet with, having covenanted, and inga- 
ged themCelves in the work of Reformation. 

fpbat doe joh faj concerning vnlonr and 
coHrnge ? 

• A* l- I fay , it is a mod noble and heroicali 
▼crtue,that makes feme men differ from others, 
as much as all men differ from beads. 

4 . I fay, ir is impofsible for any to be a good 
jbuldier without it. An Army of Harts lea bp 
a Lion, is better then in Army of Lions led by 
a Halt. 

3 . 1 fay , that one valiaht man in an Anny , is 
better then a thobfand cowards. 

4. I fay , that a coward degenerates from 
man, being of a bafe and ignoble nature. 

1 . God tortk fpeciallcare, that all faint-hear- 
ted cowards fhould be caftiicrea out of his Ar* 
inies, Deut.io.2. 

2. Cowards ever do more hurt then good, be* 
ing like an X before an L. 

And for the moft part cowards mifcarrje 

fooner 
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fooner then thofe that are couragious. 

Qi What are the chiefe Argument t asticmfi- 
Jeratieat fo make a fouldier conraglom in the 
Parliaments Service ? 

A. f . The goodndfeef the Caufe, whkh un- 
doubtedly is Gods, and his Churches. 

9. Thcpromife of God , to help his Church 
and People againft his and Ms Churches Etr- 
mies. 

3. The manifold experiences that thepecpe 
of God have had in former agesof his affifiance. 

4. The manifold experiences of Gods fpeciil 

odnefle to his fcrvants in thefe rimes. 

j .The afibrance,tha t hot a haire can fall from 
our heads without the providenceand permiiE, 
on of God. 

6. The danger of faint-heartfednefle ; he that 
would fave his life in fuch times as thefe , flull 
lofeit. 

7. The promife, that whofoever rtuB Iofehis 
life, or any thing els, in the Caufe of Chrift and 
his GofpeU, (hall be a great gainer by the hand. 

8. The confederation that this Warre is far- 
rounded with the prayers and blcflings of all (he 
good people of the Land. 

9. The multitude of eminent Chrifrian$,of all 
(bits, that are ingaged in this bufinefic. 

to. The great reward of honour hete^md gta- 
ty hereafter, that (haU be given toeveryone 

that 
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that is valiant for the Lord. 

QfJVbtt art the principal tt/umitt ft cowage 
4*d valtfur { 

id. i. Want of experience.* frelh- water 
fbnlikrtjye commonlyfaint-hearted fouldiers ; 
whereas they that have been ufed to the Wanes 
jrcnftuUy of undaunted fpirits. 

j. Want of metill : feme mens fpirits are 
tuturallv fo low audbafe , that they will never 
ttqyegond fuuldiers : as it is withcocks, k»is 
t sroorgd men : there is a breed and gopration 
»f cravens. 

5. Want of Faith : when a man hath little 
or no confidence .in God, his heart mull needs 
faile him in undertakings of danger ; whereas 
"Faith feares not in the valley of the fhadowof 
death. Pfrf.xpjp 

4. Want of innocency , and a good confid- 
ence, Prov. 28.1 It was the tpeech of the valo- 
rous Earle r of £(fex , pur renowned Generals 
Fathc; (cited by X>Marlow in his Sermon at 
Pauls Cra^ March 1.1600 ) Thaftiomtimes 
in the field encountering the enemy, the weight 
of.hir finueSl in" heavie upon his conference, 
being not Reconciled to God quelled bis fpirits, 
and made him the moll, timeraus man that 
might be. 

5 . • Want of ivifdome and confideration : for 
furely if men, would fcrioufly confider the evills 

of 
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of cowardice, and the excellency of valour , it 
would make them abhorre the one, and be ambi- 
tious of the other. 

Is there any great need of shill and cun* 
mng in this Profejfton ? 

A. Yeadoubtlefle : for David doth thank- 
fully acknowledge the Lords goodnes, in teach- 
ing his hands to warre, and his fingers to fight, 
Pfal. 144.1. 

1 . Great wifdome,policie, and experience is 
required in Commanders. 

2. And no Idle skill and dexterity in common 
fouldiers ; they mud know how to handle then 
Armes, how to keep Ranks, &c. 

3. Certainly a few well-trained Souldiersare 
better then a multitude of raw, unexperienced 
men. 

Q. bat} Jhiuld be done to make fouldiers 
skilful! in their art ? . 

<zA. 1 . Officers fiiould bee very diligent in 
teaching and exercifing their men. 

2. Common fouldiers fhould make it their bu- 
finefle tolearn and get what cunning they can... 

3. Every fou’dier fhould feeke to God by 
prayer, that he would mftruft and teach them : 
for it is the blefling of God that makes men to 
profit in any profeflion. 

4. Both Commanders, Officers , and coov 
mon Souldiers may advantage thetnfelves by 

reading 
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leading and ebfcrving what iiath been written 
by enritWrlt Souldiers, of this Aft* 

Qi. How ought Commanders and Officers to 
tarry' them fefes towards their Souldiers f 

i. Rdigioufly , (hewing them no evxll 
example, but being a patterne to them of virtue 
andgodhneflfe. 

. a. Lovingly , ijot in a fterne rugged manner, 
eonfidering that their Commanais not over 
Beares, But men. 

3. Difcreetly, incouraging them moll: that 
defave bcft.and avoidin&fo much familiarity as 
taay breed contempt. 

4 * Juftly, not defrauding them of their due, 
nor doing «t fuffering any injury f to be done to 
ihemcancfh 

Hoty Jhattid inferiour Souldiers demeane 
* hemfslves toward their Commanders and Offi- 
At 1. They muft acknowledge and honour 
them as Superiour$,«nd account them as men fet 
overthem by the providence of God and wif- 
domcef the State. 

t. They muft be etaetly obedient to their 
command, even forcmfcience fake. Rom. 13. y. 
of all men Souldiers are rooft ftriftly tyed too- 
bedience,the «gnt whereof may prpveof very 
eangefcous confequ«tce. 

Q^_ What fay you offuch Sottldiers as are given 
lomttining f A. 1. They 
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tsf. t. They are as dangerous Cattle as cm 
bdong to an Army. 

a. They defervefevere punilhmerit , tad to 
be utterly cafhiered.* 

3 . They will hardly ever prove good Sonldi* 
diers that are taynted with this humour, 

QjRrhat is your opinion of theft Soutdieri tbit 
runsw*} from their Colour x f 

A. 1. Such are, by MattiallLaw, tofuffet 
death, and furely.they well defer ve it: 

1. ‘Tie a moft ignoble and bafe part to doe fo, 
and they deferve to be branded with infamy fair 
ever, that are guilty of it. 

3. Nayitisafowlewickednefle, being offen- 
sive both to God and man , Pfnl. 78. 9. 

1 . For fuch ( if the Caufe be juft ) doe aban- 
don the Caufc of God. 

2. They deceive that truft which wasrepo^ 
fed in them by the State. 

3. As much os in them lies , they betray the 
Caufe they have undertaken. 

4. They give dangerous example , and may 
occafion the overthrow of an Army. 

Q^Her* onfbt fottldiers to he imntntgeJ at id 
rewarded ? 

A. i. They ought to be highly honoured , cf* 
pecially fuch as have been couragious and faith* 
full in their Countreyes Service. 

a. They ought to be well maintained, with 

lufficient 
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fafScknf allowance , while they are abroad in 
.imploytnent ; for no man goeth on warfare at 
his own charges. 

3. They that have received any hurt or Ioffe 
by the warres, ought to be liberally provided 
for, and comfortably maintained all their dayes, 
by them that lent them forth . 

Q^What Arguments have you to prove, that 
fitch honour and refpeSl [hould bee done to our 
fouldiers t 

A . 1. They that fight againft the Churches 
Enemies, areGods helpers againft the mighty, 
Judg.^.l 3. 

». They are the Inftruments of Juft ice , and 
the Executioners of Gods Judgements, Pfalme 
1 * 91 * 9 - 

3. They lhew themfelves men of publike fpi- 
tits, and true lovers of their Countrey. 

4. They (hew themfelves valiant {and coura- 
gious, which are very high deferving qualities. 

5 . No men undergoe luch hardfbip and haz- 
zard as the fouldier doth. 

6- Nonedeferve better then they, either of 
Church, Commonwealth, or Pofterity. 

FINIS. 
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